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and the advances we will see in the fu-
ture will be testimony to the impor-
tance and foresight of the investment 
we make today—and I have no doubt 
the future holds great promise.∑

f 

ELIZABETH GLASER PEDIATRIC 
AIDS FOUNDATION 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President. I have 
spoken in this Chamber before about 
the exemplary life of Elizabeth Glaser 
and the work of the Pediatric AIDS 
Foundation, which bears her name. I 
rise today to again speak about Eliza-
beth and her remarkable work and life. 

In 1986, Elizabeth and her husband, 
Paul, discovered that she and her two 
children were infected with HIV as a 
result of a blood transfusion following 
a difficult childbirth. In 1988, following 
the death of their daughter, Ariel, to 
AIDS she founded a foundation to raise 
money for scientific research for pedi-
atric AIDS. At the time there was lit-
tle coordinated research focused on the 
effect of this disease on children or 
pharmaceutical testing of protocols for 
pediatric AIDS. 

In 1994, Elizabeth succumbed to this 
terrible disease after a long and coura-
geous battle. 

Today, eleven years after its found-
ing, the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric 
AIDS Foundation has raised more than 
$85 million in support of AIDS re-
search. This has lead to a new and 
greater understanding of HIV/AIDS and 
its effects on children. 

Among the more exciting and prom-
ising breakthroughs this research has 
provided is the drug Nevirapine. Last 
year, a study in Uganda showed that 
Nevirapine could prevent almost half 
of HIV transmissions from mothers to 
infants—and at a fraction of the cost of 
other, less effective, treatments. 

Mr. President, some 1,800 children are 
infected with HIV each day. The United 
Nations reports that 33.6 million people 
are infected with HIV or have devel-
oped AIDS; more than two-thirds of 
these people live in Sub-Saharan Afri-
ca. As the nature and emographis of 
HIV/AIDS evolves, the work of groups 
like the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric 
AIDS Foundation is a pioneer in its 
field, richly deserving of the support 
and attention it receives. 

Elizabeth Glaser remans a source of 
strength and inspiration to all of us. 
And her good works continue to reap 
benefits for countless thousands of peo-
ple.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. BOB EDDLEMAN 

∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I take 
this opportunity to salute the out-
standing public service of a conserva-
tionist and member of the agriculture 
community in the state of Indiana. 

After 42 years of service, Bob 
Eddleman, Indiana State Conserva-
tionist for the U.S. Department of Ag-

riculture’s Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, retired at the end of 
December. In his role as public servant, 
Bob set an example for everyone with 
his steadfast concern for conservation 
and dedication to the preservation of 
natural resources of his home state. 

Mr. Eddleman was born and raised on 
a farm in Crawford County, Indiana. He 
was an active member of 4–H and Fu-
ture Farmers of America and took an 
interest in activities relating to the 
conservation of soil and water re-
sources. He received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Agriculture at Pur-
due University and a Master of Public 
Administration from the University of 
Oklahoma. 

His career of federal service began in 
1957 as a student trainee for the USDA 
Soil Conservation Service in English, 
Indiana. After serving as a soil con-
servationist, a district conservationist 
and an area conservationist in Indiana, 
his career path took him to New York 
as assistant state conservationist and 
then back to the Midwest as deputy 
state conservationist in Illinois. In 1980 
Bob returned to the Hoosier state as 
state conservationist. 

In his role as state conservationist 
with the Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, Mr. Eddleman has dem-
onstrated an exceptional commitment 
to conserving Indiana’s soil and water 
resources and has devoted himself to 
building a strong federal, state, and 
local partnership to provide services to 
Indiana citizens. He is also a leading 
advocate for Indiana’s soil and water 
conservation districts. The individual 
accomplishments of Mr. Eddleman are 
many, but his years of service reflect 
his dedication to building working 
partnerships. As the result of his guid-
ance and leadership, Indiana’s Con-
servation Partnership is recognized as 
a model for other states to use to in-
crease soil and water conservation 
practices on the land. 

Mr. Eddleman served on many state-
wide natural resource work groups that 
have directed conservation actions in 
Indiana including: the Indiana Lakes 
Management Group; the Great Lakes 
Watershed Management Group; the 
Maumee River Basin Study; the Indi-
ana Water Committee; and the Indiana 
Natural Resources Land Use work 
group. Bob has been a 4–H leader for 27 
years, has served on the Marion County 
Extension Board for 9 years, was recog-
nized as a fellow of the Soil and Water 
Conservation Society (SWCS), and cur-
rently serves on the SWCS Board of Di-
rectors. In 1995 he received the Distin-
guished Agricultural Alumni Award 
from Purdue University in recognition 
of his professional achievements and 
dedicated service to agriculture and so-
ciety. 

Finally, Bob Eddleman served as a 
mentor and role model to others in fed-
eral service. There are a great number 
of leaders within the USDA Natural 

Resources Conservation Service who 
have gained skills in leadership and 
partnership building by working for 
and with Bob. 

Mr. President, I regret that the State 
of Indiana and all conservationists will 
be losing Bob Eddleman. With special 
thanks, I salute him for his service and 
wish him well as he embarks upon new 
endeavors.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM SUMAS 

∑ Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to William 
Sumas, a New Jersey resident and dis-
tinguished member of the business 
community, who will be inducted as 
Chairman of the New Jersey Food 
Council on January 27, 2000. 

Bill is a native of New Jersey, having 
grown up in South Orange. After at-
tending Columbia High School, he con-
tinued his education at Fairleigh Dick-
inson University. 

Bill Sumas currently serves as a Vice 
President of the International Associa-
tion of Corporate Real Estate Execu-
tives New Jersey Chapter, and as an 
Executive Vice President of Village Su-
permarkets, the 49th largest corpora-
tion in the State of New Jersey. Vil-
lage Supermarkets was founded in 1937 
by Bill’s father and uncle, Perry and 
Nicholas Sumas. Since then, the com-
pany has grown to become one of New 
Jersey’s most important food retailers. 

The New Jersey Food Council (NJFC) 
was formed to promote, foster, aid, ad-
vance and protect the mutual interests 
of the food retailers and their sup-
pliers. The council represents the 
multi-billion dollar food industry, in-
cluding over 1,200 retailers, whole-
salers, manufacturers, and service com-
panies involved in every aspect of the 
industry. The NJFC is recognized na-
tionally for its effective leadership and 
achievements in all aspects of public 
affairs, and has always maintained a 
reputation of excellence and integrity. 

It is my firm belief that William 
Sumas will continue this fine tradi-
tion, and serve with distinction as an 
advocate on behalf of the NJFC’s mem-
bers. He will clearly promote the short 
and long term goals of the food indus-
try in a timely and prescient manner, 
and will enhance the image and stand-
ing in the community of the entire in-
dustry. 

Mr. President, I ask my colleagues to 
join me today in congratulating Wil-
liam Sumas on his induction as Chair-
man of the New Jersey Food Council. 
Under his leadership I am confident 
that the industry will continue to 
grow, and I look forward to its success-
ful future.∑
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HAROLD VARMUS, M.D. 

∑ Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, for 6 
years I had the pleasure of working 
closely with Dr. Harold Varmus, the 
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